IX
Colonial Central Administration

The Colonial Empire is not governed from London; never-
theless the Colonial Office is in a sense the heart of the
Colonial Empire, for ultimate responsibility to the British
Parliament and people for all Colonial affairs rests, on behalf
of the Cabinet, with the Secretary of State for the Colonies.
So that it will be profitable first to examine the central
machinery of Colonial administration in London, before
dealing with the Colonial Governments and the Colonial
Service generally.
The principal departments in London concerned with
the Colonies are the Colonial Office itself, the Crown Agents
for the Colonies and the Colonial Audit. Though quite
separate, they all come under the authority of the Secretary
of State. The Department of Overseas Trade also appoints
representatives in the Colonies, and grouped around the
departments or independent thereof there are numerous
advisory committees, institutions and voluntary bodies
which are also concerned wholly or in part with the Colonies.
Reference to all these will be made in the following pages.
A general view of the machinery of central and local govern-
ment and of ancillary organizations is shown in diagrammatic
form in the accompanying chart (at end). A detailed
account of the Colonial Office is given in the book by Sir
George Fiddes noted in the Bibliography, and a shorter
one in Sir Chas. Jeffries* work on the Colonial Service.